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 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – June 24, 2021 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH 

 
Note: Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes 
place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Vice Chair Scott Self. The 
meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall and via Zoom software for the public. Members present:  Vice Chair 
Scott Self, Richard Sainsbury, Selectmen’s Representative Bill Hutwelker, Director of Planning and Economic 
Development Matthew Bachler, Michael York, Brandon Self, Alternate Richard Lane and Recording 
Secretary Beverly Bernard. The Vice Chair called the roll and read the agenda for the evening.  
Lane was seated for Page. 
 
Absent:   
Chair Glenn Page, Jane Johnson, and Alternate Steve Malone 
 
Others Present:   
Sherrie Paltrineri, John & Mary Beth Coughlin, Eric Johnson, Larry Cutter, David Gale, Dylan Robarge 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell 
phone or tablet or laptop or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 854 
3236 4012. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by York that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Brandon Self with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 
 
MINUTES: 

• The meeting Minutes of June 10, 2021 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve 
the meeting Minutes of June 10, 2021. There was a second to the motion by York. Scott Self noted 
in error in the document stating he read the agenda when in fact Glenn Page did so. Bernard said 
she would correct the error. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
APPLICATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
Planning Board #21-013 – Multi-Tenant Application – 704 West Swanzey Road – public hearing opened at 
6:04 pm. 
Sherrie Paltrineri has submitted a Multi-Tenant Application to operate a mobile clothing boutique in the 
parking lot of the property at 704 West Swanzey Road. The subject property is shown at Tax Map 72, Lot 85 
and is located in the Business District. The subject property has received previous site plan approval from 
the Planning Board and no modifications to the building’s exterior or the parking lot are proposed as part of 
this application. The applicant is proposing to park a mobile clothing boutique in the front parking lot at the 
southwest corner of the property. The boutique is located in an approximately 30-foot long bus. Retail sales 

http://www.zoom.us,using/
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are a permitted use in the Business District. The business would be open by appointment only, Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. The applicant expects to have on average five customers per 
week. The business does not have any employees other than the applicant.  Paltrineri said she was happy to 
answer questions.  
 
Scott Self said the application should be amended  to reflect one person will be employed.  Paltrineri 
agreed to do so. York asked if the bus will be parked at the site all the time. She said it will be moved away 
on weekends. It will be there Monday through Friday.  Hutwelker asked for a photo of the vehicle.  She 
displayed a photo to the Board. She said it is outfitted as a shop inside.  Lane spoke about the access is off 
State Route 10.  Paltrineri explained the location and the business in the lot. She said the shopping is done 
by appointment.  She said she really doesn’t know how many shoppers will frequent the shop.  There is 
signage on the bus and some yard sale signs will be put out.  York said the signs should be worked out with 
Bachler as to their being acceptable. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:09 pm 
 
Bachler said the bus will be located near to the entrance off State Route 10. Lane asked if there could be a 
visual block if she were too close to West St.  It was noted that the bus will be parked closer to the school 
field. 
 

Motion was made by York to approve the request of Sherrie Paltrineri to operate a mobile clothing 
boutique in the parking lot of the property at 704 West Swanzey Road on property shown at Tax 
Map 72, Lot 85 and located in the Business District as amended with one employee at the business. 
There was a second to the motion by Brendon Self and no further discussion. All were in favor 
except Hutwelker who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
Planning Board #21-014 – Multi-Tenant Application Amendment – 647 West Swanzey Road – public 
hearing opened at 6:12 pm 
West LA Beer Company has submitted a request for an amendment to their previously approved Multi-
Tenant Application at 647 West Swanzey Road. The proposed amendment is to allow for live music and the 
use of a parking stall on the site for a food truck on a temporary basis. The subject property is shown at Tax 
Map 73, Lot 26 and is located in the Business District.   
 
Eric Johnson was present to speak to his request. He said he would like to have live music open to the 
public, without any charge.  There was a discussion about the site where the stage will be located.  There 
will be no spotlight. Bachler said that Fire Inspector Eric Mattson said about 150 people could be safely 
seated in back and the applicant is expecting about 30 or so people. Bachler said Mattson will need an 
updated assembly permit.  Sainsbury asked about the music level and impact to apartment residents. 
Johnson said he has spoken to them about it without concerns. Johnson said most of the music will be 
during the day, so it won’t necessarily impact folks.  They will be done by 9 pm. Johnson said on Fridays 
could go to 10 pm, but there are no plans for that.  Hutwelker asked for hours for Fairgrounds, are they 
capped at 9 pm? Bachler said he thought the Fairgrounds music is capped at 10 pm. 
 
Larry Cutter who owns Homestead garage was present. Cutter said he has to listen to the music and folks 
have come into his business outraged over the music, which keeps them up at night.  The music is way too 
loud. Cutter said it rattles the windows.  He said people near the fire station complained.  Cutter said it 
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keeps the dogs barking in the house.  They have been doing music until 10 pm.  Cutter said people work 
and someone has to stand up and say enough is enough.   Mrs. Cutter said she went to the police and they 
told her they had their permits.  She said everyone likes music, but not when it is so loud that it interferes 
with life.   
 
Scott Self wondered if the stage might be changed.  He asked the applicant. Johnson said going forward the 
time for music should be Saturday from 4 to 7:30 pm and 6-9 on Friday.   
 
Cutter said the speakers are facing Cutter’s home.  He said out of state cars are parking in his business and 
walking to the LA Beer Company. Cutter added that the applicant took care of that problem.  
 
Scott Self asked about changing the location of the band to face away from the Cutter home. A discussion 
was held regarding the level of noise. Bachler said there isn’t a specific decibel level mandated by the Town. 
Hutwelker said there can be work done to measure the decibels and come up with a plan to mitigate.  
Hutwelker noted the number of complaints in regard to the Fairground music has been reduced by 
monitoring the situation. David Gale said the location of the bandstand was moved in April. The bandstand 
used to back up to the building facing the swamp. Gale said they need to address the volume and returning 
the bandstand back where it was and that might help.  Brendon Self said there were no complaints when 
the bandstand faced the swamp.   
 
Cutter said he will work with them; he said he doesn’t want them to not be able to run their business.  
 
Scott Self asked for other comments from the public.   York asked if there is a way to measure the decibel 
level. Bachler said the Town now has an instrument to measure decibel levels, but it could be  hard to use 
in this case because of the traffic noise from Route 10..  There was a suggestion made to ask Code 
Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin to visit the Cutter home to take a reading as a benchmark.   
 
Scott Self closed the public hearing at 6:35 pm 
 
York said there should be a condition to move the bandstand facing away to the west, towards the swamp 
and he asked that a measurement be done by the Code Enforcement Officer but not as a condition of 
approval.  It was also noted that a condition should include a written agreement from neighboring property 
owner about overflow parking. Keeping to the hours of operation as stated in the application.  Bachler 
referred to taking one parking space out for a food truck.  
 

Motion was made by York to approve the amendment request of West LA Beer Company to allow 
for live music and the use of a parking stall on the site for a food truck on a temporary basis for 
property shown at Tax Map 73, Lot 26 and located in the Business District with the following 
conditions: the bandstand moved back to the original position in back of the building and facing 
west, a written agreement be obtained from the neighboring property owner about the use of their 
property for overflow parking, the hours of the business must be maintained as stated in the 
application and one less parking space is to be approved for the site for the use of a food truck. 
There was a second to the motion by Brandon Self and no further discussion. All were in favor 
except Sainsbury who voted no. Motion passed 4 yes to one no. 
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Planning Board #21-015 – Boundary Line Adjustment Between Tax Map 49, Lots 1-4 and 1-5 – public 
hearing opened at 6:40 pm 
John and Mary Beth Coughlin have submitted a Boundary Line Adjustment plan for the properties located 
at Tax Map 49, Lots 1-4 and 1-5 and situated off Eaton Road. Both lots are currently vacant, but are listed 
for sale. The subject properties are part of a larger five-lot subdivision approved by the Planning Board in 
2008. The proposal would not result in any new lots being created and all of the conditions of approval 
associated with the original subdivision would remain in place.  
 
The proposed boundary line adjustment would transfer approximately 5,200 square feet of land area from 
Tax Map 49, Lot 1-4 to Lot 1-5. The modified area of Lot 1-4 would be 2.52 acres. The modified area of Lot 
1-5 would be 23.09 acres. The adjustment would also increase the road frontage for Lot 1-5 by 50 feet, 
which would allow for the construction of a driveway on this lot without impacting an existing wetland on 
the property.  
 
Mary Beth Coughlin explained the movement of 50 feet to the east, from Lot 1-4 to Lot 1-5. They have 
sufficient acreage for the change. Dylan Robarge at 266 Eaton Road said his property borders Lot 1-5.  He 
asked about the old logging road. Mary Beth Coughlin said there are two separate lots. Scott Self showed 
Robarge the plan. She said the driveway will be on the left side, away from Robarge home. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:46 pm 
 

Motion was made by York to approve the request of John and Mary Beth Coughlin for a Boundary 
Line Adjustment for the properties located at Tax Map 49, Lots 1-4 and 1-5 and situated off Eaton 
Road such that Lot 1-4 would be 2.52 acres and Lot 1-5 would be 23.09 acres. There was a second 
to the motion by Lane and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Review updated purpose statements and land use table  
Discussion occurred regarding lot size, frontage, setback, and other development standards for the districts. 
Bachler said he didn’t see need for much change for the Business District. The Industrial Park District 
requirements were discussed. Bachler said these should be reviewed.  He had no changes proposed for the 
Business District. Scott Self said we need to define utilities for the Industrial Park.  Bachler noted a solar 
array at the Airport Business Center, but it was approved based on using the electricity only for his buildings 
and not for general use.  Bachler asked if the Planning Board would like to come up with a solar ordinance 
with specific language.  Scott Self said we should move the Industrial Park section right behind the Business 
District section in the book of Zoning Ordinances.  Scott Self asked if we are consolidating businesses like 
craft shops or antique shops which are listed separately today, and place them into retail use.  
 
Minimum family units for multi-family uses were discussed. Bachler asked about a density maximum for 
multi-family uses.  There is some control of density by using parking.  However, parking for multi-family 
now is less, which means more density.  Scott Self said density is covered in Residential and Agricultural 
Districts.  If project is connected to sewer lines, then density can be higher and only one acre lot is required.  
In Business District you want to see higher density, but not in the Residential District.  Bachler said he could 
come back with some numbers.  Bachler said it is hard to visualize 10 units per acre versus 3-5 units per 
acre.  Bachler said a density unit is a better measure.  Hutwelker said the Town has to be careful with 
zoning changes since the State is looking at restrictive zoning.  He noted Jaffrey allows only 8 units per acre 
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and Jaffrey has to legally defend that level of restriction in a Business District. Bachler said 15-20 units per 
acre in the Business District would probably be more reasonable.  Hutwelker said Swanzey doesn’t have 
enough land to address large business needs.  
 
Scott Self said we need to redraw lines for State Route 10 as to which areas are in Business District versus 
Residential/Rural Agricultural.  Bachler said he could put together a map to focus into for discussion.  
 
York asked about the survey that asked townspeople about what they want to see for the future of 
Swanzey.   York said there has to be a balance between development and the rural character of the town. 
Bachler said we want to develop business in the Business and Industrial districts and preserve the rural 
character elsewhere.  
 
Hutwelker referred to Birch Road which has a business and residences.  Roads with both business and 
residential uses need to be looked at for possibly rezoning.  Scott Self said that should be looked at for next 
meeting.  
 
Hutwelker said State Route 10 across from Market Basket, is currently zoned Commercial/Industrial District. 
There is water and sewer there.  He suggested keeping it in the Commercial/Industrial District.  
 
Property with Multiple Unregistered Cars 
Sainsbury said a Westport Village Road property has 13 cars there, some without registrations and looking 
like a junkyard.  He said it has been building up. He said Apex was supposed to put up a screen, but it hasn’t 
been done as yet. Bachler said he would check that out. York spoke about another site with potential 
problems for Code Enforcement to follow up on. York said it is a safety issue.  
 
Pedestrian Crossings on State Route 10 
Lane asked about whether New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) is supportive of 
pedestrian crossing lane at State Route 10 and Perry Lane. Bachler said NH DOT might prefer to do a series 
of pedestrian crossings. If there are more than one crossing, drivers might be more aware and slow down. 
 
Next Meeting:  July 8, 2021 – there are no applications – Bachler suggested cancelling that meeting. 
 

Motion was made by York to cancel the July 8, 2021 meeting due to lack of applications and 
Director of Planning & Economic Development vacation. There was a second by Brandon Self and 
all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury. There was a second to the motion by Brandon Self with no 
further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 7:26 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary  


